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1789

Constitution of United States

ñPromote the Progress of Science and 

useful Arts, by securing for limited Times to 

Authors. . . the exclusive Right to their 

respective Writings.ò

Protects original works of authorship fixed 

in tangible form. 



1790

The first copyright law enacted under 

the new United States Constitution



July 8, 1870

Copyright General Revision

ÅCopyright at Library of Congress

Å Books to Library of Congress



1890

The Copyright Office in the U.S. Capitol



1897

Copyright established as separate department


